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Project Overview

The “Responsible Conduct of Research — Research Integrity and
Ethics in Georgian Universities (ETHICS)” project, funded by the
European Commission under the Erasmus+ CBHE Programme, is a
pioneering national structural reform initiative in Georgia.
Coordinated by Ilia State University, the project brings together 10
Georgian universities, 4 European partners, and 3 national
stakeholders to enhance research ethics and integrity across the
country's higher education landscape. The project commenced on
February 01, 2023, and is set to conclude on January 31st, 2027.

ETHICS Project Goals and Outcomes:

The aim of the national structural reform project ‘Responsible
Conduct of Research — Research Integrity and Ethics in Georgian
Universities (ETHICS)" is to launch a systemic improvement
intervention to improve the quality of University and
Research-Performing Organizations (RPOs) research through
launching measures to adhere to the foundations of high-quality
research and excellence.

Its specific objectives are to introduce mechanisms for ensuring
research ethics, research integrity, and ethics for researchers within
advanced-level study programs and the accreditation standards of
doctoral programs. The aim is to enhance the standards of
Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) — Ethics and Integrity,
supported by appropriate national and institutional policies and
processes that help prevent cases of scientific work lacking
originality. Equally important is the formal introduction and
promotion of a culture of research integrity and good research
practices. This will better prepare Georgian universities to become
more competitive and to offer trustworthy research proposals both
domestically and internationally, particularly in response to
Horizon Europe and ERC calls, incorporating research integrity and
ethics.

The ETHICS Project Objectives:

® Policy and Standard Change in Accreditation of Doctoral
Programs/Capacity Building of Accreditation Experts/Development
of a MOOC

® Research Integrity Module

® Training of Researchers and Research Support Officers



® University Research Integrity Policies, Ethics, and Resources
® Research Integrity, Ethics & Governance Committee/Board

® Academic Support and Research Integrity Services for Supportive
Environment for Researchers/Doctoral Students

® Responsible Science Communication Strategy

Project Coordinator:

llia State University

Project EU Partners:

1. Free University Amsterdam/ STICHTING VU

2.Charles University Prague
3. Masaryk University

4.European Network for Academic Integrity

Project Georgian HEls:

1.Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

2. Caucasus University

3.David Tvildiani Medical University
4.Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University

5.Akaki Tsereteli State University
6.Samtskhe-Javakheti State University

7.lakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University
8. GIPA- Georgian Institute of Public Affairs
9. Apollon Kutateladze Thbilisi State Academy of Art

Project Non - University Partners:

1. Ministry of Education, Science and Youth of Georgia

2.National Center For Educational Quality Enhancement

3.Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia

Highlight events and Key Activities

within the first half of the project

1. National Partners’ Launch Meeting (March 1, 2023)

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the work packages provided
by the ETHICS project. The participating partners emphasized the significance

of the project, its objectives, and the broader importance of research ethics
at the national level.

During the national meeting, the following key issues were discussed:

e Establishing European standards for the responsible conduct of research

e Developing a plan to support research integrity at the institutional level
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Specific Objectives/Dimensions

1. Policy and Standard Change in Accreditation
of Doctoral Programs/Capacity Building of
Accreditation Experts/Development of a MOOC

2. Research Integrity & Ethics Module/ MOOC

3. Training of Researchers and Research Support
[INTEGRITY] Officers

4. University Research Integrity Policies,
Ethics, and Resources
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As a key milestone, the Center revised and finalized Georgia’s new doctoral
education framework, which was officially approved by the Ministry of
Education, Science and Youth on August 30, 2024.
Designed to bring Georgian accreditation practices closer to European standards,
the training covered the updated framework, shared best practices from
European partners, and highlighted ethical standards in research assessment.
The first sessions were delivered on October 25 and 28, engaging accreditation
experts and staff from the Center’s Higher Education Quality Assurance
Department. The training cycle continued through March 1, 2025, ultimately
retraining 230 experts.
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“Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those
of the European Union or The European Education and Culture
Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor the
granting authority can be held responsible for them.”



